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The purpose of this study was to determine if there is an 
association between maternal parenting behaviors and juvenile delinquency 
as perceived by incarcerated male juvenile delinquents. An instrument 
designed specifically for this study, The Juvenile Perceptions Instrument, 
was utilized to survey male juvenile delinquents with family profiles 
considered as high-risk for producing juveniles with delinquent behavior. 
Seventy-five juveniles from two youth correctional facilities in Atlanta, 
Georgia and Montgomery, Alabama, provided the sample for this study. The 
responses from the 134 respondents were analyzed utilizing frequency 
distributions, means, and standard deviations. 
The findings of the study revealed that there was no relationship 
between the perceptions of specific maternal behaviors and the delinquent 
behavior of male juveniles. The responses overwhelmingly indicated that 
the male juveniles perceive their mothers as practicing positive parenting 
behavior in terms of discipline, supervision, values, quality time, school 
involvement, affection, and safety of the home environment. The juveniles 
did not associate their mother's parenting behaviors with their 
delinquency problems. 
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GENERAL OVERVIEW OF THE PROBLEM 
Contrary to popular perceptions, youth crime has not reached an 
all time high. As a matter of fact, the latest F.B.I. arrest statistics 
indicate that the total arrest rate for youth 18 years and under for the 
year 1992, 1,943,138, was far below the 1975 total youth arrest rate of 
2,078,459. The most alarming points, however, are that the types of 
crimes that juveniles are committing are more serious and violent than 
in the past, and that the offenders are becoming younger.1 In the year 
1992, 2,829 youth under age 18 were arrested for murder; 40,434 
adolescents were arrested for robbery; 63,777 for assault; and 73,981 
juveniles were arrested for drug offenses. That year also set the 
record for violent crimes committed with a handgun.2 
This seemingly uncontrollable increase in the rate of juvenile 
delinquency has generated many questions regarding how and why 
conditions have reached this state. The literature that has focused on 
this problem has generally concluded that juvenile delinquency is 
associated with several demographic factors: Female-headed households, 
the absence of positive father figures, illiteracy, poverty, negative 
peer influence, and dysfunctional family relationships. According to 
one judge, the majority of the youthful offenders that he sees come from 
violent homes and backgrounds. They may have brothers in prison for 
violent crimes or there may be mental illness or domestic violence in 
1 R. Craig Sautter, "Standing Up to Violence," Phi Deta Kappan 76 
(January 1995): K1-K12. 
2 Ibid., K4. 
1 
2 
the family.3 The National School Boards Association (NSBA) concluded 
that the disintegration of the family, the infiltration of violence in 
the entertainment field (t.v., popular music, etc.), alcohol and drug 
abuse, the easy access to guns, and poverty are the leading causes of 
violence in public schools.4 
For over a quarter of a century, child welfare experts have 
insightfully warned of the detrimental impacts of poverty, inequitable 
educational opportunities, latch key homes, child abuse, domestic 
violence, exposure to media violence, and family breakups.5 When the 
family is examined more closely in terms of its impact on juvenile 
delinquency, delinquency risk factors appear to be closely associated 
with several specific parental characteristics. Parents who begin their 
families as teenagers themselves, who do not hold high school diplomas, 
and who are unemployed and/or are on welfare appear to be at greater 
risk of raising children with delinquent behaviors.6 The literature 
also suggests that children are more likely to become juvenile 
delinquents if they come from families with a history of child abuse, 
neglect, spousal abuse, and other forms of violent behavior.7 Parents 
with alcohol or drug related problems also appear to have a negative 
3 R. Craig Sautter, "Standing Up to Violence," Phi Deta Kappan 76 
(January 1995): K5 
4 Ibid., K6 
5 Ibid. 
6 Sandra 0. Stanley and Floyd G. Hudson, The Relationship Between 
Learning Disabilities and Juvenile Delinquency: A Link Based on Family 
and School. (Lawrence Kansas:University of Kansas Institute for 
Research in Learning Disabilities, U.S. Department of Education National 
Institute of Education, 1981). 
7 Irving B. Harris, "Primary Prevention vs. Intervention," Address 
presented at the "Focus on Children: Beat of the Future" Conference, 
February 5, 1992, ERIC, ED 344676. 
3 
influence on children's development.8 A significant point of inquiry, 
given these parental risk factors, becomes indentifying specific 
behaviors of high-risk parents which activate those risk factors. 
Because of the increase in single-parent families, social workers must 
address the special issues among this group. Since it is within the 
family unit that character is formed, practitioners must be skilled in 
assessing how families function.9 Expertise in this area will hopefully 
assist workers in identifying dysfunctional and functional family 
patterns. 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
The family's influence on juvenile delinquency has been well 
documented in terms of risk factors. Although female-headed households 
combined with poverty, unemployment, and illiteracy are associated with 
juvenile delinquency, there are some adolescents from high-risk family 
backgrounds who do not engage in delinquent behavior. Therefore, a 
critical point of inquiry, given the high-risk family profile, becomes 
identifying specific characteristics or behaviors that mothers fitting 
this high-risk description display that serve as contributing factors to 
delinquent behavior among adolescents. 
The purpose of this study will be to ascertain the perceptions 
held by juveniles of delinquent status that are related to maternal 
behaviors. More specifically, this study will attempt to answer the 
following questions: 
8 Elaine M. Johnson, Gale A. Held, and Robert W. Denniston, Parent 
Training is Prevention: Preventing Alcohol and Other Drug Problems 
Among Youth in the Family. (Washington. D.C.: Government Printing 
Office, 1991; repr., U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
1993). 
9 Dean H. Hepworth and Jo Ann Larsen, Direct Social Work Practice: 
Theory and Skills. California: Brooks/Grove Publishing Co., 1993. 
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1) What specific maternal behaviors do incarcerated male 
juveniles from high-risk families perceive to be 
contributing factors to delinquent behaviors? 
2) What specific maternal behaviors do incarcerated juveniles 
from high-risk families perceive to be deterrents to 
delinquent behavior? 
SIGNIFICANCE AND PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 
The literature has included female-headed households and teen 
parents in the family profile associated with juvenile delinquency. It 
is highly probable that this society will continue to be faced with a 
growing number of such households. The problem addressed in this study, 
therefore, is significant to the profession of social work because of 
the need to identify specific parental behaviors that parents of this 
profile have in common that may contribute to juvenile delinquency. 
Information of this nature may prove to be invaluable in the development 
of intervention and parenting programs for families of this high-risk 
profile. 
The purpose of this study is to determine if there is an 
association between parenting behaviors and juvenile delinquency as 
perceived by juveniles of delinquent status. A significant number of 
studies have examined parental behaviors, family structures, family 
interactions, parental discipline styles, and the family and 
delinquency; however, there is further need to assess maternal behavior 
from the perspective of the adolescent male delinquent as opposed to 
gathering information from clinical impressions, observation, and from 
parental reports. 
Examining parental behavior from the child's perspective is 
important in that studies have suggested that children may be more 
affected by their perceptions of parental behaviors than by the actual 
5 
behavior.10 Schwarz and Mearns also found strong support for the use of 
children's reports to measure the childrearing behavior of parents.11 
10 Bruce S. Kottler, "The Relationship Between Children's 
Perceptions of Parents' Behavior and Children's Psychological Disorders" 
(Ph.D. diss., Bowling Green State University, 1991). 
11 Conrad J. Schwarz and Jack Mearns, "Assessing Childrearing 
Behaviors with the Parent Behavior Form (PBF): A Comparison of Ratings 
by Mother, Father, Child and Sibling," Paper presented to the Conference 
on Human Development, Nashville, TN, April 4, 1986, ERIC, ED 272220. 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
OVERVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
The rise in violent crime during the last decade is astonishing. 
The number of violent crimes committed by juveniles is even more 
staggering. Equally disheartening is the marked increase in the births 
by teen parents, particularly for those between the ages of 15 and 17. 
Unfortunately, there is a relationship between juvenile delinquency and 
adolescent parenthood. Low educational attainment, female-headed 
households, and poverty are some consequences of adolescent parenthood.1 
Those consequences appear to put adolescent mothers at risk of raising 
poor children with socioemotional, academic and behavioral problems.2 
Although there is substantial evidence that poor children experience 
high levels of conduct problems, it is still unclear specifically how 
poor family life contributes to juvenile delinquency.3 
It has been suggested that: (a) Parents who experience economic 
loss use harsh and more inconsistent punishment which are associated 
with conduct problems among children; (b) the stresses of living in 
poverty impair a parent's ability to respond appropriately to the 
physical and emotional needs of their children; and that (c) poor adults 
have a high risk of major psychiatric disorders such as depression and 
drug and alcohol abuse which are also factors which put families at high 
risk for juvenile delinquency. 
1 Jane D. MacLeod and Michael J. ShaNahan, "Poverty, Parenting and 
Children's Mental Health," American Sociological Review 58 (June 1993): 
351-366. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Sandra 0. Stanley and Floyd G. Hudson, The Relationship Between 
Learning Disabilities and Juvenile Delinquency: A Link Based on Family 
and School. (Lawrence Kansas: University of Kansas Institute for 
Research in Learning Disabilities, U.S. Department of Education National 
Institute of Education, 1981). 
6 
7 
There has been much attention focused on the role of the family 
and child development. Studies have examined: (a) The role of the 
family system through assessing the stages in the family life cycle; (b) 
the influence of the family's social environment through assessing the 
neighborhood in which the family lives; (c) the effect of the social 
environment on the life of each family member; and (d) the absence of 
fathers and its impact on the family system. Although current research 
on parenting focuses on specific details of what parents and children 
actually do in each other's company, few studies have specifically 
looked at the behavior of mothers from high-risk families to determine 
what specific behaviors within the family life cycle and social 
environment impact upon delinquency.4 
From the available empirical literature, it is difficult to say 
whether specific patterns of parental behaviors are related to 
particular problems in children. One problem, according to Kottler5, is 
that the dimensions of parent behavior assessed and the instruments used 
to measure perceptions of parent behaviors, such as the Child's Report 
of Parental Behavior Inventory (CRPBI), the Achenbach Child Behavior 
Checklist, the Bronfenbrenner Parent Behavior Questionnaire, and the 
Parent Behavior Form (PBF)6, have generally not been used in any other 
research studies; that is, there is no information regarding the 
external validity of these instruments or the reported relationships.7 
4 Jean Gross, PvscholoQV and Parenthood. (Philadelphia: Open 
University Press, 1989). 
s Bruce S. Kottler, "The Relationship Between Children's 
Perceptions of Parents' Behavior and Children's Psychological Disorders" 
(Ph.D. diss., Bowling Green State University, 1991"), 14. 
6 L. Worell and J. Worell, "The Parent Behavior Form," 1972, 69, 
Unpublished material in Maryse H. Richards, Idy B. Gitelson, Anne C. 
Petersen, and Anita L. Hurtig, "Adolescent Personality in Girls and 
Boys: The Role of Mothers and Fathers," Psychology of Women Quarterly 
15 (March 1991): 65-81. 
7 Kottler, "The Relationship Between Children's Percptions of 
Parents' Behavior and Children's Psychological Disorders,' 14. 
8 
While many of the studies have implications for treatment of 
juvenile delinquents or behavior disordered juveniles from high-risk 
families, the need remains for interventions and preventative measures 
aimed at parents of high-risk youngsters to minimize the effects of 
those risk factors on parenting behaviors. Hopefully that will have a 
positive impact on the delinquency rate of high-risk boys. 
Parenting Behaviors 
Research by the Department of Health and Human Services 
categorizes parenting behaviors into productive parenting patterns and 
destructive parenting patterns.8 According to their literature on 
parenting training, parents who follow the productive pattern are highly 
accepting, expect mature behavior, and provide clear standards. They 
firmly enforce rules and standards, and use commands and sanctions when 
necessary. They encourage their children's independence and 
individuality and engage in open communication with children, listening 
to the children's point of view, as well as expressing their own. They 
also recognize their children's rights as well as their own. This 
pattern has been associated with the development of competence in social 
and academic arenas, appropriate self-assertiveness, social 
responsibility, ability to control aggression, self-confidence, and 
positive self-esteem in children. 
Research also suggests that productive parenting patterns, that is 
parents who are warm and accepting, who express realistic expectations 
about their children's abilities, who are diligent and effective in 
supervising and monitoring children, whose limit-setting methods are 
8 Elaine M. Johnson, Gale A. Held, and Robert W. Denniston, Parent 
Training is Prevention: Preventing Alcohol and Other Drug Problems 
Among Youth in the Family. (Washington, 
Office, 1991; repr., U.S! Department of 
1993), 20. 
).C.: Government Printing 
Health and Human Services, 
9 
noncoercive, and who spend time with their children, are much less 
likely to raise alcohol or other drug users. This pattern appears to be 
an optimal parenting pattern for helping parents to raise children who 
do not require constant supervision and external constraints.9 
On the other hand, in the destructive parenting pattern, parental 
demands on children are not balanced by the acceptance or fulfillment of 
children's needs or demands. Children's expression of needs are 
severely restricted; parents highly value their authority, therefore 
rules become mandates without consideration for discussion or consensus 
building, and their responses are inconsistent and do little to foster 
mature behavior.10 
Parental Care and Child Development 
According to American Psychological Association researchers, there 
are many factors which contribute to violent behavior ranging from 
biological factors, child-rearing conditions, ineffective parenting, 
gender differences, economic inequality, etc.11 Many investigators agree 
that the quality of parental care greatly affects the development of the 
child; however, less agreement exists about how specific patterns of 
parental behavior are related to patterns of child behavior.12 
Bronfenbrenner conducted a study with the intent of describing the 
relations between parental and adolescent behavior in terms of sex of 
9 Elaine M. Johnson, Gale A. Held, and Robert W. Denniston, Parent 
Training is Prevention: Preventing Alcohol and Other Drug Problems   i ve.  ---- -  „ .  
Among Youth in the Family. (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing 
Office, 1991; repr., U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
1993), 19. 
10 Ibid., 20. 
11 R. Craig Sautter, "Standing Up to Violence," Phi Deta Kappan 76 
(January 1995): K7. 
12 J.C. Glidewell, Parental Attitudes and Child Behavior. 
Proceedings of the Second Annual Conference on Community Mental Health 
Research Social Science Institute Washington University Conference held 
in St. Louis, 1961. (Charles C. Thomas Publishing Company, 1961). 
10 
the parent, sex of the child, and the socioeconomic position of the 
family. Results indicated that girls were more responsive to discipline 
than boys who required sterner treatment to receive the same level of 
responsiveness. This was attributed to the conclusion that as 
youngsters, girls received generous amounts of affection and praise, 
while boys often suffered from too little affection and authority rather 
than from too much.13 Data further suggested that if mothers have become 
emotionally involved with close relationships with their infant sons, 
they tend to be extroverted at adolescence. On the other hand, studies 
suggest that mothers who are overprotective and controlling during the 
period when social skills are being developed, tend to have sons who are 
shy, inhibited, reserved, and less extroverted. The literature also 
suggests that a boy who has been hostilely treated by his mother, tends 
to be a maladjusted child who is hostile toward others.14 
Research on sex differences in parental behavior reviewed by Brim 
revealed the tendency by parents to be relatively affectionate and 
lenient with a child of the opposite sex and more reserved and strict 
with one of his/her own; therefore, it was found that boys are likely to 
be treated more indulgently and less severely by mothers. This tendency 
is most pronounced at the lowest educational levels and decreases as the 
educational levels of the family increases.15 
Just as there are differences in childrearing practices along 
educational levels, the values and practices of childrearing vary with 
the family's class position. It has been shown that the ratio of 
13 J.C. Glidewell, Parental Attitudes and Child Behavior. 
Proceedings of the Second Annual Conference on Community Mental Health 
Research Social Science Institute Washington University Conference held 
in St. Louis, 1961. (Charles C. Thomas Publishing Company, 1961), 96. 
14 Ibid., 144. 
15 Ibid., 102. 
11 
support to control is lower among lower-class families in terms of 
physical punishment, affection, or threats.16 
Gildea, Glidewell and Kantor examined numerous early studies where 
it was found that behavior problems in elementary school children were 
often found in families where the mother felt that she was not 
responsible for the behavior of her children and blamed others. Upper 
class mothers most often tended to accept responsibility for the 
behavior of their children; in the middle class, somewhat less, and in 
the lower class, mothers least often accepted this responsibility.17 
Maternal Behavior and Self-Esteem Among Children 
Results of a study examining the effects of parenting on the 
development of the personality characteristics of ego development and 
self-esteem, support the idea that mothers influence the capacities 
reflecting interpersonal skills, impulse control, and concern for others 
in their sons.18 The opposite sex parent exerts the primary influence on 
self-esteem. 
A study by Peterson, Southworth, and Peters19 examined the 
relationships between maternal behavior and the self-esteem of children 
exclusively within low-income samples. Results suggest that variations 
in the behavior of parents from different socioeconomic levels may 
indeed have an impact on children's social and personality 
16 J.C. Glidewell, Parental Attitudes and Child Behavior. 
Proceedings of the Second Annual Conference on Community Mental Health 
Research Social Science Institute Washington University Conference held 
in St. Louis, 1961. (Charles C. Thomas Publishing Company, 1961), 160. 
17 Ibid., 163. 
18 Maryse H. Richards, Idy B. Gitelson, Anne C. Petersen and Anita 
L. Hurtig, Y,Adolescent Personality in Girls and Boys; The Role of 
Mothers and Fathers," Psychology of Women Quarterly 15 (March 1991): 
19 Gary W. Peterson, Lois E. Southworth, and David F. Peters, 
"Children's Self-Esteem and Maternal Behavior in Three Low-Income 
Samples," Psychological Reports 52 (1983): 79-86. 
12 
characteristics. Evidence from this study seems to indicate that 
mothers who use loving behavior might encourage positive self-evaluation 
in children by providing them a base of security. Mothers who use 
demanding and explanatory behavior might communicate confidence in their 
children in terms of becoming responsible and solving problems 
effectively. The use of punishment might communicate maternal 
rejection. Punitive behavior appeared to have adverse consequences for 
the self-esteem of children from lower socioeconomic backgrounds. 
The child who experiences the psychological pain of parental 
rejection tends to manifest signs of maladjustment excessive anxiety, 
aggressive behavior and delinquency.20 Children who experience 
rejection, rather than warmth and acceptance, from their parents appear 
to be at greater risk than other children for alcohol or other drug use. 
Parents who have unrealistic expectations about their children's 
abilities, communicate with them in abusive ways (threatening, 
chastising, belittling, and criticizing), and use coercive limit-setting 
disciplinary methods, also increase the likelihood that their children 
will use alcohol or other drugs.21 
Preschool and elementary school age children of alcohol or other 
drug-dependent parents have also been observed to be more likely to 
display a wide range of problematic behaviors at home and in school. 
Older children of alcohol or other drug-dependent parents have been 
found to have difficulty controlling their tempers and to be more likely 
to fight at school. These patterns appear to repeat the sort of anger 
control and conflict resolution problems modeled by the parents.22 
20 Samuel H. Cox, "Intrafamily Comparison of Loving-Rejecting 
Childrearing Practices," Child Development 41 (1970): 437-448. 
21 Elaine M. Johnson, Gale A. Held, and Robert W. Denniston, Parent 
raining is Prevention: Preventing Alcohol and Other Drug Problems 
l)CL.ÿputh inlthë^ami I.Y, - 
,1991; repr., U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 







Just as childrearing practices appear to impact juvenile behavior 
and self-esteem, research on child abuse indicates several factors 
impact childrearing practices. Parenting may be directly influenced by 
parent personality, child personality, by the parent's developmental 
histories, and by marital relations, social networks, and by job 
influences.23 
Influences on Parent Functioning 
Many factors influence a parent's level of functioning, as well as 
their relationship with children. These factors include maturity, 
intelligence, stress, poverty, financial problems, inadequate child 
care, divorce, etc. It has also been found that household 
characteristics, such as family size, step-families, and even the size 
of the dwelling, affect parent-child relationships and parental 
functioning.24 Long periods of stress associated with depression and 
health problems can put parents at higher risks for alcohol or drug 
abuse and child abuse, which can lead to the higher likelihood of 
alcohol and drug use among children. 
There have been some specific observations made on substance 
dependent parents. They appear to have many problems and usually are 
less effective than other parents in all aspects of childrearing. They 
frequently are very poor managers of home life in terms of home care, 
child protection, child guidance, and child advocacy. They do a poor 
job of supervising children at home and monitoring their whereabouts in 
the community. They spend less time in structured and planned 
23 Jay Belsky, "The Determinants of Parenting: 
Child Development 55 (1984): 83-96. 
A Process Model," 
24 Elaine M. Johnson, Gale A. Held, and Robert W. Denniston, Parent 
Training is Prevention: Preventing Alcohol and Other Drug Problems 
Among Youth in the Family. (Washington. D.C.: Government Printing 




activities with their children and appear limited in their ability to 
involve themselves meaningfully and emotionally with their children.25 
In addition to condoning the use of alcohol and other drugs, these 
families appear to have less respect for authority or tradition than 
most people. They are less interested in education and academic 
achievement, and in religious, cultural, and community involvement. 
Parents who fall into this high-risk category appear to have reduced 
incidents of destructive parenting patterns if they receive adequate 
support from friends, family, social networks, relationships, and 
employment situations. These parents are more likely to be 
psychologically and physically healthy, and are, therefore, more 
positive in their approach to raising children.26 
Research on child abuse highlights three factors that are likely 
to influence parental competence: Social networks, marital 
relationships, and employment.27 Strong social networks provide 
emotional support, valuable assistance, and social expectations. 
Positive feedback from acquaintenances and mates concerning a mother's 
skill in handling her children can directly or indirectly affect 
caregiving. Pascoe et. al. found that social network contact and 
supportiveness correlated positively with a mother's avoidance of 
punishment and restriction.28 Brassard hypothesized that a supportive 
social network can enhance a parent's self-esteem, and can increase 
patience and sensitivity.29 For single parents and teenage parents, 
25 Elaine M. Johnson, Gale A. Held, and Robert W. Denniston, Parent 
raining is Prevention: Preventinq^Alcoiol and Other Drug Problems , w- m ti : ti g l h l ot r li 
\mong Youth in the Family. (Washington. D.C.:Government Printing 
Dffice, 1991; repr., U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
1993), 23. 
26 Ibid. 
27 Jay Belsky, "The Determinants of Parenting: A Process Model," 
Child Development 55 (1984): 83-96. 
28 Ibid., 89. 
29 Ibid. 
15 
support from friends and relatives will serve as the major source of 
support. 
Data strongly suggests that in order to understand parenting and 
its influence on child development, attention must also be directed 
toward the marital relationship.30 Spousal support has been found to be 
the most significant predictor of a mother's positive attitude toward 
parenting; in fact, a positive marital relationship is a major support 
of competent parenting. During the elementary and adolescent years, 
high marital discord and violence have been linked to frequent use of 
punishment in lieu of reasoning as a means of discipline. The quality 
of the emotional relationship between spouses has been found to 
negatively influence a mother's relationship toward her adolescent son; 
this has lead to aggressive, antisocial behavior among adolescent boys.31 
Several studies suggest that a mother's employment status influences 
both the quantity and quality of her and her spouse's parenting 
behavior. Hoffman found that working mothers who liked their work 
displayed more affection and used less severe discipline with their 
children, while Yarron et. al., found that mothers who were dissatisfied 
with their employment status expressed more problems in childrearing.32 
Research findings offer strong support for the conclusion that 
parents play important roles in orienting children toward productive 
life styles. Parental influence can be helpful or harmful. The most 
effective parents appear to be those who are not alcohol or drug 
dependent, and who use a productive parenting pattern. Families of 
delinquents have been found to be distinguished as a group from families 
30 Jay Belsky, "The Determinants of Parenting: A Process Model," 
Child Development 55 (1984): 90. 
31 Ibid., 88. 
32 Ibid., 89. 
16 
of nondelinquents in terms of parental discipline style.33 Gross found 
that parents of difficult, hard to control children generally do not 
provide firm house rules and clear expectations. He suggests that 
clearer and stronger relationships would be found by evaluating the 
child's perception of his or her parents.34 
The theoretical arguments which indicate that children's 
perceptions of parents' behavior are important in the development of 
children's psychological problems become an important prerequisite to 
the task of deriving from adolescents who have been classified as 
juvenile delinquents, those behaviors that they perceived their mothers 
as displaying to determine the commonalities among that population of 
mothers. 
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 
Utilizing Children's Perceptions of Parental Behaviors 
Parental attitudes toward childrearing influences perceptions of 
the parent-child relationship. A child's perception of the relationship 
is extremely important to that child because it is directly related to 
his or her adjustment.33 Many of the studies examining parental 
behavior, however, do so by measuring self-reports of parents or by 
observation. Kottler cites the use of these self-reports as another 
major barrier in establishing clear relationships between parental 
behaviors and child problems.36 
33 Carol Veneziano and Louis Veneziano, "A Typology of Family 
Social Environments for Institutionalized Juvenile Delinquents," Journal 
of Youth and Adolescence 21 (October 1992): 593-607. 
34 Jean Gross, Psychology and Parenthood. (Philadelphia: Open 
University Press, 1989). 
35 Naomi M. Serot and Richard C. Teevan, "Perception of the Parent- 
Child Relationship and its Relation to Child Adjustment." Child 
Development 32 (1961): 373-378. 
36 Bruce S. Kottler, "The Relationship Between Children's 
Perceptions of Parents' Behavior and Children's Psychological Disorders" 
(Ph.D. diss., Bowling Green State University, 1991), 18. 
17 
Several studies have offered strong support for the use of 
children's reports as a means of measuring parenting behaviors including 
studies by Schwarz and Mearns37, Schludermann and Schludermann38, Cox39, 
and Serot and Teevan.40 Serot and Teevan found that the actual parent- 
child relationship is only indirectly related to a child's adjustment.41 
Schaefer42 reported that a child's perception of his parent's behavior 
may be more relevant to his adjustment than the actual parental 
behavior. 
A major impetus for the present study was research conducted by 
Kottler43 who compared children's perceptions of their parent's behavior 
among children with different psychological problems. He examined 
research conducted by R. Schaefer 1965, Hazzard 1983, Boothe, Reatig, 
and Schulterbrandt 1971, and found three dimensions of perceptions of 
parents which appeared frequently in this area of research: 
Acceptance/rejection; lax/firm; and autonomy/control. Kottler concluded 
that the acceptance/rejection dimension reflected the child's perception 
of varying degrees of parental warmth, acceptance, and child-centered 
37 Conrad J. Schwarz and Jack Mearns, "Assessing Childrearing 
Behaviors with the Parent Behavior Form (PBF): A Comparison of Ratings 
by Mother, Father, Child and Sibling," Paper presented to the Conference 
on Human Development, Nashville, TN, April 4, 1986, ERIC, ED 272220. 
38 Edward Schludermann and Shirin Schludermann,"Replicability of 
Factors in Children's Report of Parent Behavior (CRPBI)," The Journal of 
Psychology 76 (September 1970): 239-249. 
39 Samuel H. Cox, "Intrafamily Comparison of Loving-Rejecting 
Childrearing Practices," Child Development 41 (1970): 437-448. 
40 Naomi M. Serot and Richard C. Teevan, "Perception of the Parent- 
Child Relationship and its Relation to Child Adjustment," Child 
Development 32 (1961): 373. 
41 Ibid., 374. 
42 Schludermann and Schludermann, "Replicability of Factors in 
Children's Report of Parent Behavior (CRPBI)," 239. 
43 Bruce S. Kottler, "The Relationship Between Children's 
Perceptions of Parents' Behavior and Children's Psychological Disorders" 
(Ph.D. diss., Bowling Green State University, 1991), 4. 
18 
behavior, as well as parental hostility, rejection, and parent-centered 
behavior. The lax/firm dimension represented the child's perception of 
the presence or absence of parental control through direct means like 
the making of rules, consistent enforcement, and punishment. The 
control/ autonomy/control dimension reflected the subject's perception 
of parental control through indirect means like guilt and anxiety on one 
hand and encouragement of self-sufficient, self-confident behavior on 
the other hand. 
A study by Cox44 suggests that measures based on independent 
observations of the child's perception of parental behavior are more 
highly related to the child's perception of parental behavior than to 
the parent's own report of his or her behavior toward the child. The 
dimension of parental behavior being studied was that of affectional 
behavior. Cox also concluded that the most efficient combination of 
predictors of the child's behavior was the child's perception of each 
parent's affectional behavior augmented by the mother's own report of 
such behavior. 
Kottler examined studies by Maccoby and Martin 1983, Emery and 
O'Leary 1982, and Michaels et al. 1983, which sought to relate 
children's perceptions of their parents and child psychological, 
conduct, and delinquency problems.45 A clear model, however, was not 
established. Problems in establishing definitive relationships stemmed 
from difficulties in ascertaining whether or not different researchers 
varied in their definitions of child problems and dimensions of 
perceptions of parental behaviors. 
Kottler also found that a 1969 study by Goldin suggested that 
children with psychological problems are more likely to perceive their 
44 Samuel H. Cox, "Intrafamily Comparison of Loving-Rejecting 
Childrearing Practices," Child Development 41 (1970): 444. 
45 Bruce S. Kottler, "The Relationship Between Children's 
Perceptions of Parents' Behavior and Children's Psychological Disorders" 
(Ph.D. diss., Bowling Green State University, 1991), 26. 
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parents as rejecting, delinquents are more likely to perceive their 
parents as permissive, and children with other clinical problems are 
likely to see their parents as restrictive. Children with conduct 
problems perceive their mothers as rejecting, and lacking of acceptance 
or warmth.46 Schludermann and Schludermann's study suggests consistency 
in the perception across cultural groups.47 Children in different 
cultural groups perceive the behavior of their parents along the same 
three dimensions: Acceptance versus rejection, psychological control 
versus psychological autonomy, and firm control versus lax control. 
Based upon findings surrounding the perceptions of adolescent sex 
offenders and their views of their families, understanding the 
adolescent perspective can be helpful in designing interventions that 
would seem appropriate for high-risk families.48 
Cognitive Theory 
According to Vander Zanden, theory is a tool that enables one to 
organize a series of related facts so that they may be understood 
simultaneously.49 The theoretical framework utilized in this study was 
the Cognitive Theory. The Cognitive Theory addresses the role that 
sensation, perception, imagery, retention, recall, problem solving, 
reasoning, and thinking play in behavior. Cognitive learning theorists 
view learning as a means of dealing with the environment through 
46 Bruce S. Kottler, "The Relationship Between Children's 
Perceptions of Parents' Behavior and Children's Psychological Disorders" 
(Ph.D. diss., Bowling Green State University, 1991), 21. 
47 Edward Schludermann and Shirin Schludermann, "Replicability of 
Factors in Children's Report of Parent Behavior (CRPBI), 1 The Journal of 
Psychology 76 (September 1970): 248. 
48 Gary P. Bischof, Sandra M. Stith, and Stephan M. Wilson, "A 
Comparison of the Family Systems of Adolescent Sexual Offenders and 
Nonsexual Offending Delinquents," Family Relations 41 (1992): 318-323. 
49 James W. Vander Zanden, Human Development. 5th ed., (New York: 
McGraw-Hill, Inc., 1993), 47. 
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watching other people.50 The cognitive-ecological model assumes that 
humans are fundamentally motivated to survive in their environment. 
Based upon this need to survive, we use our cognitive and affective 
(perceptions and feelings) processes to adapt to our environments and to 
shape our experience of them.51 
STATEMENT OF HYPOTHESIS 
Based on the literature related to parental behavior and 
delinquency, the following null hypothesis will guide this study: 
Null Hypothesis I: 
There will be no statistically significant relationship 
between specific maternal behaviors and the delinquent behavior 
of male juveniles from high-risk families as perceived by 
incarcerated male juveniles. 
Variables 
The dependent variable of this study is the perceptions held by 
male juvenile delinquents regarding their mother's parenting behaviors. 
For the purpose of this study, a perception is an opinion, observation, 
insight, or an understanding felt, made, or held by an adolescent 
concerning parental behaviors. 
The independent variables in this study are six specific 
childrearing categories: (1) Mother's style of discipline; (2) mother's 
level of supervision; (3) mother's values; 
(4) amount of a mother's quality time spent with her son and his 
educational environment; (5) the level of a mother's affection toward 
her son; and (6) the safety of the home environment. 
50 James W. Vander Zanden, Human Development. 5th ed., (New York: 
McGraw-Hill, Inc., 1993), 47. 
51 Aaron M. Brower and Paula S. Nurius, Social Cognition and 
Individual Change: Current Theory and Counseling Guidelines (Newbury 







DEFINITION OF TERMS 
Factors or behaviors that promote delinquent 
behaviors. 
Factors or behaviors that discourage delinquent 
behaviors. 
Social and environmental characteristics of 
families that are associated with juvenile 
delinquency. These factors include a single¬ 
parent (female-headed) household, as well as a 
mother who: (a) is a school dropout; (b) was 
involved in a teenage pregnancy; (c) is 
economically disadvantaged; (dj is a substance 
abuser; (e) has experienced physical, sexual, or 
psychological abuse in the home; or (f) has 
committed a violent or criminal act. 
An adolescent under the age of 21 who has been 
assigned to a youth detention or rehabilitation 
facility by a juvenile court for unlawful 
behavior. 
An opinion, observation, insight or an 
understanding felt, made, or held by an 




The purpose of this study is to identify maternal behaviors that 
are perceived by male juveniles of single parent homes to contribute to 
delinquent behavior. The descriptive-survey method of investigation was 
selected to facilitate this inquiry because it is useful in determining 
the nature of a situation as it exists at the time of the study with 
respect to variables or conditions in a situation.1 These variables are 
studied in an effort to obtain information that will provide solutions 
to impending or existing problems. This information is gathered through 
(a) studying relationships, (b) determining opinions, (c) determining 
attitudes, (d) determining preferences, and (e) securing perceptions of 
persons.2 
The survey data collection method provides a way of collecting 
data from many individuals in order to understand something about the 
group as a whole.3 A group-administered questionnaire was used because 
it is useful in situations where respondents can be brought together as 
a group for the purpose of gathering data. This investigation involved 
securing the perceptions of high-risk juveniles of delinquent status. 
These perceptions were important to this study because while males from 
female-headed households are at high risk of becoming involved in 
1 Donald Ary, Lucy Cheser Jacobs, and Asghar Razavieh, 
Introduction to Research in Education. 2nd ed., (New York: Holt, 
Rinehart, and Winston, 1979). 
2 Walter R. Borg and Meredith Damien Gall, Educational Research: 
An Introduction. 3rd ed., (New York: Longman, Inc., 1979). 
3 Richard M. Grinnell, Jr., Social Work Research and Evaluation. 
4th ed., (Itasca, 111: F.E. Peacock Publishers, Inc., 1993). 
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delinquent behavior, there are male juveniles of similar family 
background who do not become involved in delinquent behavior. 
Population 
The sample for this study was drawn from the juveniles from the 
Lorenzo Benn Youth Development Center (YDC) in Atlanta, Georgia, and 
from the Department of Youth Services (DYS), Mt. Meigs Campus, Mt. 
Meigs, Alabama; rehabilitation facilities for youthful offenders. The 
residents ranged in age from eleven to eighteen years old. At the time 
of the study, YDC housed 120 residents and DYS housed 47. The residents 
are incarcerated for an average of six to eighteen months. 
Permission was granted from the proper authorities from each 
institution to conduct the study. The administrators were asked to 
assemble residents who, according to their case records, came from 
female-headed households. Residents were surveyed during class periods 
on two separate days at each facility. The researcher was on hand to 




An instrument designed specifically for this study, The Juvenile 
Perceptions Instrument, was employed to gather data relevant to 
perceptions held by adolescents relative to maternal behaviors. The 
items included in this instrument were gathered from the literature and 
from discussions with social workers, educators specializing in parental 
involvement, youth service workers, substance abuse counselors, and from 
child psychologists. The instrument was examined for face and content 
validity by a child psychologist, a parental involvement specialist, and 
by a school administrator. 
24 
The Juvenile Perceptions Instrument consisted of 134 statements 
divided among seven categories: (1) Demographics, (2) discipline, 
(3) supervision, (4) values, (5) quality time / school involvement, 
(6) affection, and (7) safety of the home environment. The sections 
following the demographic section consisted of a series of incomplete 
statements that began with the words, "My mother('s)." Students were 
instructed to place an "X" in front of the items that were true of their 
mothers most of the time. Following each section was a statement 
related to the degree to which the student felt the mother's behavior, 




Presentation of Demographic Data 
An examination of the demographic data in Table 1 reveals that the 
majority of the respondents (70.7 percent) are between the ages of 13 
and 15. Responses indicate that 92% of the respondents are male and 
2.7% are female, although it is highly unlikely that any females were 
assembled with the male population. Responses submitted by blacks 
account for 42% of the returns while 32% of the juveniles were white. 
Table 2 presents data which provides a description of the 
households from which the juveniles come. The majority of the juveniles 
(54.7 percent) have up to three siblings in the household, while 21.3% 
of the juveniles are the only children in the home. Fifty-two percent 
of the juveniles indicated that they are being raised by a mother only, 
while over thirty percent responded that they live with both a mother 
and a father. Most of the juveniles (54.7%) are unaware of the family's 
economic status, 16% indicated that at least someone in the household is 
an SSI recipient, and 9.3% are food stamp households. The majority of 
the responses (58.7%) are from juveniles who live in single-family 
dwellings with just the immediate family, while 21.3% of the juveniles 
live in apartments. A very low percentage live in public housing 
projects (4%) or trailers (8%). 
Background information about the mothers of the respondents is 
presented in Table 3. Over thirty-eight percent of the students 
responded that their mother is married, while 22.7% indicated that their 
mother is divorced. There is a steady boyfriend in the life of 26.7% of 
the mothers. According to the juveniles, 61.3% of the mothers hold high 
school diplomas. Most of the mothers are employed (45.3%), while 29.3% 
25 
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are unemployed. There is just a slight difference in the percent of 
mothers who had their first child as a teenager (44%) and those who were 
over 19 years old at the birth of their first child (50.7%). 
TABLE 1 
DESCRIPTION OF RESEARCH POPULATION 
(N = 75) 
Variable N % Mean SD 
Age 
10 - 12 1 1.3 
13 - 15 53 70.7 
16 - 18 21 28.0 
75 100.0 2.67 .475 
Sex 
Male 72 96.0 
Female 2 2.7 
Missing 1 1.3 









(N - 75) 
Variable N % Mean SD 
Siblinas in Household 
0 16 21.3 
1 - 3 41 54.7 
4 - 6 7 9.3 
7 - 9 3 4.0 
10 + 4 5.3 
75 100.0 2.127 .999 
Adults in Household 
Father 3 4.0 
Mother 39 52.0 
Grandfather 3 4.0 
Grandmother 3 4.0 
Other 3 4.0 
Mother and Father 23 30.7 








SSI Check 12 16.0 
Don't Know 41 54.7 
75 100.0 3.606 .943 
Type of Dwelling 
or Living Arrangements 
One-Family House 44 58.7 
Apartment 16 21.3 
Housing Projects 3 4.0 
Doublea-Up With Relatives 3 4.0 
Shelter 1 1.3 





(N = 75) 
Variable N % Mean SD 
Marital Status 
Married 29 38.7 
Divorced 17 22.7 
Steady Boyfriend 20 26.7 
No Steady Boyfriend 6 8.0 
Remarried 2 2.7 
75 100.0 2.122 1.110 
Hiah School DiDloma 
Yes 46 61.3 
No 24 32.0 
75 100.0 1.343 .78 
Aae at 3irth of First Child 
At or Before Age 19 33 44.0 
After Age 19 38 50.7 
75 100.0 1.535 .502 
Employment 
Works Fullt-time 34 45.3 
Works Part-time 10 13.3 
Works Off and On 8 10.7 
Unemployed 22 29.3 
75 100.0 2.243 1.312 
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Tables four through ten display the perceptions held by the 
juvenile delinquents concerning their mothers in several categories. 
The most frequently indicated perception regarding the mother's style of 
discipline reveal that the students perceive their mothers as practicing 
positive disciplinary strategies in the following indicators: 
discouraging fussing and fighting (89.3%), teaching non-violent problem¬ 
solving skills (89.3%), reprimanding misbehavior (89.3%), intervening in 
potential acts of misbehavior (88%), fairly punishing misbehavior (76%), 
issuing effective punishments (80%), and utilizing the assistance of 
friends and relatives in maintaining discipline and structure (65.3%). 
Undesirable disciplinary practices are indicated in a small 
percentage of cases. Only 9.3% of the responses indicate that their 
mothers allow them to start fights and does nothing when they are about 
to get out of line. Over 13% of the responses indicate that their 
mothers make threats, but do not follow through when they misbehave. A 
small percentage (10.7%) indicated that their mothers allow them to talk 
back to them or to relatives and will not allow friends and relatives to 
help her maintain discipline and structure (21.3%). 
Table 5 presented responses regarding the mothers' supervision. 
The most frequently indicated responses reveal that mothers provide 
close supervision in terms of knowing the whereabouts of the youth 
(84%), approving of their friends (77%), being aware of their 
activities away from home (61.3%), monitoring items that come into the 
house (81.3%), and planning positive activities (66.7%). On the other 
hand, 21.3% of the juveniles indicate that their mothers have limited 
knowledge of their whereabouts or items that come into the house (8%). 
The same small percent of the responses (9.3%) indicate that their 
mothers leave no one in charge and no rules in her absence, allows the 
juveniles to get into bad activities, and that their mothers are too 
sick to provide close supervision. 
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In terms of their mothers' values, 53.3% of the juveniles 
responded that their mothers attend church regularly, 58.7% responded 
that their mothers generally get to work on time, and 85.3% responded 
that their mothers teach them to live right and to obey the law. On the 
other hand, 76% responded that their mothers bring all kinds of men 
around them, while only 26.7% indicated that their mothers make them 
attend church. A small percentage of responses indicate other less than 
desirable values including indifference about the child breaking the law 
(6.7%), engaging in illegal activities themselves (8%), lack of concern 
about the child's possession of stolen goods (10.7%), possessing stolen 
goods themselves (13.3%), and having poor attendance at work themselves 
(8%). 
Table 7 represents the perceptions held by juveniles concerning 
the amount of quality time and school involvement that their mothers 
devoted. The most frequently indicated responses reflect positive 
behaviors. Responses included spending time with their children (77%), 
being at home at night (76%), talking about school and problems (81%), 
being aware of their child's school work (72%) and school behavior 
(78.7%), giving good advice (80%), and having the desire for their child 
to make good grades (82.7%), complete high school (78.7%), and wanting 
their child to complete college or technical school (73.3%). 
A small percentage of responses indicate that their mothers want 
them out of the house as soon as possible (9.3%) or immediately after 
high school (12%). Over 14% of the responses revealed that the children 
are allowed to be absent a lot and their mothers did not visit the 
school when asked (9.3%). Twelve percent of the students indicated that 
their mothers are currently students. 
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TABLE 4 
RESPONSES CONCERNING THE PERCEPTIONS 





N % N % 
1. Hits me or my sisters and 
brothers when she is upset. 
6 8.0 69 92.0 
2. Tries to keep me from fussing 
and fighting. 
67 89.3 8 10.7 
3. Will not let me fight. 44 58.7 31 41.3 
4. Lets me fight only when I have to. 45 60.0 30 40.0 
5. Lets me fix problems by fighting. 11 14.7 64 85.3 
6. Lets me start fights. 7 9.3 68 90.7 
7. Teaches me other ways to 
solve problems. 
67 89.3 8 10.7 
8. Gets on to me for acting up. 67 89.3 8 10.7 
9. Will step in when I am about to 
act up. 
66 88.0 9 12.0 
10. Does nothing when I am about to 
get out of line. 
7 9.3 68 90.7 
11. Threatens me, but does nothing 
else when I act up. 
10 13.3 65 86.7 
12. Is too strict when I do wrong. 22 29.3 53 70.7 
13. Punishes me fairly when I act up. 57 76.0 18 24.0 
14. Is too easy on me when I act up. 11 14.7 64 85.3 
15. Punishments work and help me 
to do better. 
60 80.0 15 20.0 
16. Punishments are a joke. 11 14.7 64 85.3 
17. Lets me talk back to her or to 
other relatives or adults. 
8 10.7 67 89.3 
18. Lets friends and relatives 
help her keep me in line. 
49 65.3 26 34.7 
19. Doesn't let friends and relatives 
help her keep me in line. 







RESPONSES CONCERNING MOTHER'S SUPERVISION (C) 




N % N % 
1. Knows where I am and who I'm 
with when I'm away from home. 
63 84.0 12 16.0 
2. Hardly ever knows where I am 
or who I'm with. 
16 21.3 59 78.7 
3. Makes me be home by dark. 46 61.3 29 38.7 
4. Makes me be home by twelve 
on weekends. 
30 40.0 45 60.0 
5. Lets me stay out after dark. 24 32.0 51 68.0 
6. Lets me stay out after dark 
on weekends. 
42 56.0 33 44.0 
7. Lets me use the telephone 
as much as I want to. 
45 60.0 30 40.0 
8. Lets me use the telephone 
as long as I follow the rules. 
43 57.3 32 42.7 
9. Likes my friends. 58 77.3 17 22.7 
10. Does not like my friends. 11 14.7 64 85.3 
11. Makes me stay within certain 
parts of the neighborhood. 
39 52.0 36 48.0 
12. Lets me qo outside of the 
neighborhood without telling her. 
13 17.3 62 82.7 
13. Has certain rules about the 
type of books, music and videos 
that I can have. 
34 45.3 41 54.7 
14. Tries to find out what I am into 
when I am not with her. 
46 61.3 29 38.7 
15. Is usually away from home in 
order to work. 
30 40.0 45 60.0 
16. Is usually away from home a lot. 10 13.3 65 86.7 
17. Leaves an adult in charge while 
she is away. 







N % N % 
18. Leaves nobody in charge while 
she is away. 
20 26.7 55 73.3 
19. Leaves nobody in charge while 
she is away, but we know not 
to act up. 
29 38.7 46 61.3 
20. Leaves nobody in charge while 
she is away and no rules. 
7 9.3 68 90.7 
21. Has rules about what I bring 
into the house and where I 
get it from. 
61 81.3 14 18.7 
22. Doesn't ask about items that I 
bring into the house or where 
I get them. 
6 8.0 69 92.0 
23. Plans positive activities for me. 50 66.7 25 33.3 
24. Lets me get into bad activities. 7 9.3 68 90.7 
25. Lets me wear anything I want to. 42 56.0 33 44.0 
26. Is too strict about what I wear. 17 22.7 58 77.3 
27. Is sick and not able to watch 
me closely. 





RESPONSES CONCERNING MOTHER'S VALUES (D) 




N % N % 
1. Goes to church most Sundays. 40 53.3 35 46.7 
2. Makes me go to church. 20 26.7 55 73.3 
3. Goes to church sometimes. 37 49.3 38 50.7 
4. Does not go to church. 15 20.0 60 80.0 
5. Does not make me go to church. 33 44.0 42 56.0 
6. Goes to work on time most days. 44 58.7 31 41.3 
7. Is late to or off work a lot. 6 8.0 69 92.0 
8. Teaches me to live right and 
obey the law. 
64 85.3 11 14.7 
9. Gets money and other things 
that are '"hot". 
10 13.3 65 86.7 
10. Tries to live right and obey 
the law. 
65 86.7 10 13.3 
11. Lets me bring things home that 
I have not gotten legally. 
8 10.7 67 89.3 
12. Breaks the law a lot. 6 8.0 69 92.0 
13. Doesn't care when I break the law. 5 6.7 70 93.3 
14. Doesn't bring her dates around me. 16 21.3 59 78.7 
15. Is careful about the men that 
she brings around me. 
31 41.3 44 58.7 





RESPONSES CONCERNING MOTHER'S QUALITY 





N % N % 
1. Spends time with me in the 
evenings, weekends, or during 
the summer. 
58 77.3 17 22.7 
2. Is usually at home at night. 57 76.0 18 24.0 
3. Talks with me about my school 
work and my problems. 
61 81.3 14 18.7 
4. Talks with me about good things 
that have happened. 
54 72.0 21 28.0 
5. Has read books to me. 38 50.7 37 49.3 
6. Knows what I'm studying in school. 54 72.0 21 28.0 
7. Keeps up with how I act at school. 59 78.7 16 21.3 
8. Sometimes helps with or takes me 
to my clubs or games. 
39 52.0 36 48.0 
9. Works with my teachers and 
principal when they need help 
with me. 
46 61.3 29 38.7 
10. Gives me good advice. 60 80.0 15 20.0 
11. Goes to PTA meetings. 36 48.0 39 52.0 
12. Makes me do my homework. 51 68.0 24 32.0 
13. Wants me to make good grades 
in school. 
62 82.7 13 17.3 
14. Wants me to complete high school. 59 78.7 16 21.3 
15. Wants me to attend college or 
technical school. 
55 73.3 20 26.7 
16. Wants me to get a job instead 
of entering college. 
19 25.3 56 74.7 
17. Wants me to move out of the 
house as soon as possible. 







N % N % 
18. Wants me to move out of the 
house right after high school. 
9 12.0 66 88.0 
19. Speaks up for me when I have 
problems at school. 
37 49.3 38 50.7 
20. Gets me when I have done wrong 
at school. 
49 65.3 26 34.7 
21. Takes up for me whether I'm 
right or wrong. 
24 32.0 51 68.0 
22. Does not speak up for me when 
I need it. 
10 13.3 65 86.7 
23. Is in school herself. 9 12.0 66 88.0 
24. Makes me go to school regularly. 49 65.3 26 34.7 
25. Lets me be absent a lot. 11 14.7 64 85.3 
26. Sees that I have school supplies. 49 65.3 26 34.7 
27. Helps me or finds someone to 
help me with homework. 
44 58.7 31 41.3 
28. Doesn't ask if I have homework. 12 16.0 63 84.0 
29. Does not go to PTA meetings. 21 28.0 54 72.0 
30. Does not go to the school 
when asked. 
7 9.3 68 90.7 
Mean: 
SD: 
Table 8 displays the juveniles' perceptions of their mothers' 
affection. Over 69% of the juveniles responded that their mother kisses 
or hugs them when they make her proud, 58.7% for good behavior, and 60% 
of them give hugs or kisses whenever one is needed. While 70.7% of the 
students indicated that their mothers say nice things about them, 69.3% 
indicated that their mothers talk to them in a nice way and do nice 
37 
things for them. On the other hand, 5.3% indicate that no kissing, 
hugging, or touching goes on, 8% indicated that they do not feel loved 
by their mothers, that their mothers make fun of them, and that they are 
criticized in front of others. Over 9% feel that their mothers are 
never satisfied with anything that they do, and 6.7% feel that their 
mothers complain about them and go out of their way to hurt their 
feelings. 
Table 9 displays the perceptions held by juveniles of the safety 
of their home environment. The most frequently indicated responses 
indicate safe home environments as indicated by moves to better homes or 
neighborhoods (54.7%), no guns or knives for protection in the home 
(40%), and the mothers never getting into altercations with neighbors, 
friends, or relatives (48%). Responses indicate that 54.7% of the homes 
are free of drugs, and 48% are free of alcohol abuse. Thirty-six 
percent of the juveniles are comfortable with their mother's boyfriend, 
and are treated well by the boyfriend. 
A small percentage of responses indicate that their mother 
frequently gets into altercations (9.3%), uses drugs sometimes (8%), 
uses drugs or alcohol in front of them (4%), or is a drug or alcohol 
abuser (5.3%). Responses indicate that 5.3% of the mothers have a 
boyfriend that hits her, their sons, or other family members, is a 
substance abuser and gets her to do bad things (6.7%), and that the 
mothers have a boyfriend that encourages the son to do bad things 
(9.3%). 
Table 10 displays the juveniles' overall perceptions of the 
effects of their mothers' behavior in the six categories. In each 
category, the juveniles indicate that their mother's behavior in terms 
of discipline (57.3%), supervision (56%), values (64%), quality time and 
school involvement (57.7%), affection (52%), and safety of the home 
environment (58.7%) has no effect at all on their delinquency. On the 
other hand, 16%, 17.3%, 12%, 17.3%, 13.3% and 9.3% respectively indicate 
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that their mother's behavior very much affected their delinquent 
behavior. 
TABLE 8 
RESPONSES CONCERNING MOTHER'S AFFECTION (F) 




N % N % 
1. Kisses, hugs or touches me 
when I have made her proud 
or have done well in school. 
52 69.3 23 30.7 
2. Kisses, hugs or touches me for 
no special reason. 
26 34.7 49 65.3 
3. Kisses, hugs or touches me when 
my behavior is good. 
44 58.7 31 41.3 
4. Kisses, hugs or touches me when 
she thinks I need it. 
45 60.0 30 40.0 
5. Does not kiss, hug or touch me 
very much. 
15 20.0 60 80.0 
6. Does not kiss, hug or touch me 
at all. 
4 5.3 71 94.7 
7. Does not kiss or hug me, but 
shows love in other ways. 
15 20.0 60 80.0 
8. Does not make me feel loved. 6 8.0 69 92.0 
9. Talks to me in a nice way. 52 69.3 23 30.7 
10. Calls me cute or nicknames. 36 48.0 39 52.0 
11. Says nice things about me. 53 70.7 22 29.3 
12. Does nice things for me. 52 69.3 23 30.7 
13. Fusses at me all the time. 11 14.7 64 85.3 
14. Makes fun of me. 6 8.0 69 92.0 
15. Complains about me. 5 6.7 70 93.3 
16. Goes out of her way to hurt 
my feelings. 
5 6.7 70 93.0 







N % N % 
18. Calls me names or says mean 
things about me. 
9 12.0 66 88.0 
19. Criticizes me in front of others. 6 8.0 69 92.0 
20. Is never satisfied with anything 
that I do. 




RESPONSES CONCERNING THE SAFETY OF 
(N = 75) 




N % N % 
1. Moves us around a lot. 17 22.7 58 77.3 
2. Moves us to better homes or 
neighborhoods. 
41 54.7 34 45.3 
3. Moves us to worse homes or 
neighborhoods. 
8 10.7 67 89.3 
4. Lives in a bad neighborhood. 9 12.0 66 88.0 
5. Has used a gun or knife to 
protect us or herself. 
14 18.7 61 81.3 
6. Carries a gun or knife for 
protection just in case. 
12 16.0 63 84.0 
7. Does not have a gun or knife 
for protection. 
30 40.0 45 60.0 
8. Gets in fusses and fights with 
neighbors, friends and relatives 
a lot. 







N % N % 
9. Never gets in fusses with 
neighbors, friends and relatives. 
36 48.0 39 52.0 
10. Drinks beer and wine sometimes. 15 20.0 60 80.0 
11. Uses drugs sometimes. 6 8.0 69 92.0 
12. Uses drugs or drinks in front 
of me. 
3 4.0 72 96.0 
13. Is a drug or alcohol abuser. 4 5.3 71 94.7 
14. Never uses drugs. 41 54.7 34 45.3 
15. Never drinks alcohol. 36 48.0 39 52.0 
16. Never uses drugs or drinks 
alcohol in front of me. 
30 40.0 45 60.0 
17. Has a boyfriend that treats 
me well. 
27 36.0 48 64.0 
18. Has a boyfriend that is a good 
role model for me. 
23 30.7 52 69.3 
19. Has a boyfriend that I am 
comfortable with. 
27 36.0 48 64.0 
20. Has a boyfriend that treats 
her well. 
24 32.0 51 68.0 
21. Has a boyfriend that hits her. 4 5.3 71 94.7 
22. Has a boyfriend that is a drug 
or alcohol abuser. 
5 6.7 70 93.3 
23. Has a boyfriend that gets her 
to do bad things. 
5 6.7 70 93.3 
24. Has a boyfriend that has hit me 
or my family members. 
4 5.3 71 94.7 
25. Has a boyfriend that gets me 
to do baa things. 





PERCEPTIONS CONCERNING THE EFFECT OF MOTHER'S BEHAVIOR 
ON JUVENILE DELINQUENCY BY CATEGORIES (B- 
(N = 75) 
Variables N % 
Discipline Style 
very much so 12 16.0 
quite a lot 4 5.3 
some 8 10.7 
not much 5 6.7 
not at all 43 57.3 
no response 3 4.0 
Supervision 
very much so 13 17.3 
quire a lot 7 9.3 
some 4 5.3 
not much 4 5.3 
not at all 42 56.0 
no response 5 6.7 
Values 
very much so 9 12.0 
quite a lot 4 5.3 
some 3 4.0 
not much 1 1.3 
not at all 48 64.0 
no response 10 13.3 
Quality Time and 
School Involvement 
very much so 13 17.3 
quite a lot 3 4.0 
some 1 1.3 
not much 3 4.0 
not at all 41 54.7 
no response 14 18.7 
Affection 
very much so 10 13.3 
quite a lot 6 8.0 
some 1 1.3 
not much 3 4.0 
not at all 39 52.0 










Variables N % Mean SD 
G. Safety of Home 
Environment 
very much so 
quite a lot 
some 
not much 










SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
Summary of Findings 
In order to determine the relationship between maternal behaviors 
and the delinquent behavior of male juveniles from high-risk families, 
one hypothesis was generated. It was hypothesized that there would be 
no statistically significant relationship between specific maternal 
behaviors and the delinquent behaviors of male juveniles from high-risk 
families as perceived by incarcerated male juveniles. The testing of 
the hypothesis revealed that there is, in fact, no statistically 
significant relationship between the perceptions of specific maternal 
behaviors and the delinquent behavior of male juveniles. 
In examining the results of the study, several findings do not 
appear to support the literature regarding the delinquency risk factors. 
The literature has associated: (1) female-headed households, (2) teen 
pregnancy, (3) high school dropouts, (4) unemployment or welfare,66 
(5) substance abuse, and (6) violence or physical abuse67 with juvenile 
delinquency. The data collected in this investigation, however, appears 
to indicate that while juveniles of this family profile are indeed 
involved in delinquent activities, juveniles of other family profiles 
are comparably represented in these youth facilities. 
Although the data collected in this study reflects the presence of 
juveniles from single-parent homes as the majority (a little over half), 
a significant number of juveniles report that there is a father in the 
home. The majority of the juveniles in this study report that their 
66 Sandra 0. Stanley and Floyd G. Hudson, The Relationship Between 
Learning Disabilities and Juvenile Delinquency: A Link Based on Family 
and School, (Lawrence Kansas: University of Kansas Institute for 
Research in Learning Disabilities, U.S. Department of Education National 
Institute of Education, 1981). 
67 Irving B. Harris, "Primary Prevention vs. Intervention," Address 
presented at the "Focus on Children: Beat of the Future" Conference, 
February 5, 1992, ERIC, ED 344676. 
43 
44 
mothers hold high school diplomas, had their first child after age 
nineteen, and are employed full-time. Very few of the boys reported 
living in housing projects or receiving public assistance. This would 
appear to indicate that either the families are not living in poverty or 
that they could possibly be low-income families (working poor), but that 
the boys are unaware of how the family needs are being met, only that 
they are being met, and therefore do not consider themselves as living 
in poverty. Substance and physical abuse, neglect, and other forms of 
violence do not appear to be prevalent conditions in the homes of these 
boys. Again, the demographic data and family characteristics identified 
within this sample of juvenile delinquents only mildly reflects the risk 
factors associated with juvenile delinquency. 
In terms of perceptions held by the juveniles, related to 
parenting behaviors, the responses overwhelmingly indicate that the boys 
perceive their mothers as practicing positive parenting behavior in 
terms of discipline, supervision, values, quality time and school 
involvement, affection, and safety of the home environment. The 
juveniles did not associate their mothers' parenting behaviors with 
their delinquency problems. Their perceptions could possibly be an 
accurate reflection of the home situation, or they could possibly 
reflect a son's sense of protectiveness for their mothers and therefore 
yields a reluctance or inability to find fault with their mothers. This 
could be true particularly if they felt that the mother had done the 
best that they could have done given the circumstances. 
Another possible reason for the juveniles' perceptions that their 
mothers' behaviors are not related to their delinquency status is that 
the students are not at a point where they can reflect upon their 
situations in terms of maturity, social-emotional state of mind, and in 
terms of elapsed time. Perhaps after students pass through the 
adolescent period, they will better understand how they have been 
affected by various factors in their lives. At this point, they could 
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be unaware of what affects their behavior. Depending upon the 
counseling (or lack of) that the juveniles or their families receive 
during this incarceration period, the juveniles could be more focused on 
rejoining the "free world" than on what caused their incarceration, and 
what will keep them free. 
Limitations of the Study 
The population for this study was limited to a small sample of 
boys (75) from two youth correctional facilities in Alabama and Georgia. 
The participants were not randomly selected, but were selected by 
administrators from a list of students who were not on isolation status, 
and would probably cooperate during the administration of the 
instrument. It can only be assumed that the students selected were, as 
requested, juveniles from single-parent homes. 
Since the students were directed to participate and not given a 
choice about participation, the possibility of the boys providing 
careless or misleading responses as a form of rebellion existed. An 
examination of the surveys revealed several pieces of information that 
were inconsistent with reality and would serve to contaminate the data. 
The data indicated, for instance, that two females participated in the 
administration, when no females were observed by the researcher. On 
some surveys, all of the responses were marked. Some juveniles 
considered the survey an invasion of privacy and wrote "None of your 
business" on the survey, or failed to respond to certain items. 
The accuracy of the data is also limited to the reading abilities 
of the boys and the level of their knowledge of the home situation. Due 
to the fact that the survey had to be read to some of the boys, and 
extensive help provided to others, it can be concluded that several of 
the boys were nonreaders. Considerable efforts went into using 
terminology and sentence structure that the majority of the boys could 
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handle. Also, it was assumed that boys in this age range are aware of 
the family's financial status, however, this may not have been a 
realistic assumption. 
Since the demographic data was based upon student reports and not 
on actual case records, the accuracy of the data may be questionable. 
This is particularly true of such items as the mother's marital status. 
It is quite possible that some juveniles may not actually know whether 
their mother's partner is a legal spouse or whether or not their parents 
are just separated or legally divorced. Students may not have known the 
actual age of their mother upon the birth of the oldest child. Due to 
the possibility of inaccurate data, and to the small sample size, 
generalizations may not be applied to juveniles at other institutions or 
to juvenile delinquents in general. 
Implications for Future Research 
The following recommendations for further research are implicated 
based upon the findings of this investigation: 
1. It is recommended that this investigation be repeated to determine 
if similar results are obtained by having probation officers, case 
workers or counselors to administer the instrument by conducting 
one-on-one interviews. 
2. It is recommended that the investigation be repeated with the 
following modifications to the instrument: 
a) Include the question, "What contributed to your delinquency 
problem?" 
b) Include as a response item, "My mother is single," "My 
mother has never been married, and "There is an adult male 
in the household." These items are important to ascertain 
whether or not there is or has been the influence of a 
father figure in the household. 
3. It is also recommended that this study be repeated with the 
questionnaire directed toward fathers. 
4. It is recommended that this study be extended to determine if 
there are factors within a two-parent home which contribute to 
delinquency. 
5. Further examination of the small percentage of responses that 
indicated that their mother's behavior contributed to their 
delinquency should be conducted. 
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6. It is recommended that a replication of this study be conducted 
using a larger sample, and with case records utilized to provide 
the demographic and family profile information. 
Implications for Social Work Practice 
The findings of this study indicate that juvenile delinquency is 
found in various family profiles and certainly in single family homes. 
It is still important to work with families to determine factors which 
contribute to delinquency so that interventions can be structured. 
Counseling should also be provided for families of incarcerated youth so 
that they do not become repeat offenders. Guidance in parenting must 
also be enhanced so that siblings of incarcerated youth can be steered 
in another direction through productive parenting behaviors. 
Conclusions 
The results of this study are inconclusive regarding the parenting 
behaviors of single mothers as they relate to juvenile delinquency. 
This finding is consistent with the literature in terms of difficulty in 




700 Beckwith Street #210 
Atlanta, Georgia 30314 
October 24, 1994 
Mrs. Doris Richardson, Director 
Lorenzo Benn Youth Development Center 
4525 Bakers Ferry Road, S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30331 
Dear Mrs. Richardson: 
Last spring I discussed with you the possibility of involving the 
residents of Lorenzo Benn Youth Development Center in a study in 
fulfillment of the thesis requirement for my Masters of Social Work 
degree at Clark Atlanta University. My proposal has been approved by my 
thesis advisor, and I can now describe my research to you in concrete 
terms. 
A description of the proposed methods and procedures, as well as a 
copy of the instrument that will be administered, is enclosed for your 
examination. Essentially, the procedures would involve me visiting the 
classrooms on a specified day to conduct a group administration of the 
survey with all residents in attendance. It is estimated that it will 
take forty-five (45) minutes per class to administer. It will not be 
necessary for students to be identified on the survey. 
I am formally requesting your permission for Lorenzo Benn's 
participation at this time. Please return the enclosed response form 
indicating your decision. If permission is granted, I will personally 
contact you or your designee to schedule an administration date and to 
discuss specific procedures. 
I would greatly appreciate a response by Friday, November 4. 1994. 
If further information is needed, please contact me by phone at (404) 









SURVEY ADMINISTRATION REQUEST 
RESPONSE FORM 
Permission is granted to Larry Gwinn, graduate student at Clark 
Atlanta University to administer the Juvenile Perceptions Instrument to 
the residents of Lorenzo Benn Youth Development Center. I understand 
that the identities of the residents will remain anonymous, and that the 
responses will be used exclusively for the purposes described in the 
proposal. Please contact  at 




700 Beckwith Street #210 
Atlanta, Georgia 30314 
October 24, 1994 
Mr. Tommy Thaggard 
Department of Youth Services 
P.0. Box 66 
Mount Meigs, Alabama 36057 
Dear Mr. Thaggard: 
Last spring I discussed with you the possibility of involving the 
residents of Mount Meigs Campus, Department of Youth Services, in a 
study in fulfillment of the thesis requirement for my Masters of Social 
Work degree at Clark Atlanta University. My proposal has been approved 
by my thesis advisor, and I can now describe my research to you in 
concrete terms. 
A description of the proposed methods and procedures, as well as a 
copy of the instrument that will be administered, is enclosed for your 
examination. Essentially, the procedures would involve me visiting the 
classrooms on a specified day to conduct a group administration of the 
survey with all residents in attendance. It is estimated that it will 
take forty-five (45) minutes per class to administer. It will not be 
necessary for students to be identified on the survey. 
I am formally requesting your permission for Mount Meigs' 
participation at this time. Please return the enclosed response form 
indicating your decision. If permission is granted. I will personally 
contact you or your designee to schedule an administration date and to 
discuss specific procedures. 
I would greatly appreciate a response by Friday, November 4, 1994. 
If further information is needed, please contact me by phone at (404) 









SURVEY ADMINISTRATION REQUEST 
RESPONSE FORM 
Permission is granted to Larry Gwinn, graduate student at Clark 
Atlanta University to administer the Juvenile Perceptions Instrument to 
the residents of Mount Meigs Campus, Department of Youth Services. I 
understand that the identities of the residents will remain anonymous, 
and that the responses will be used exclusively for the purposes 
described in the proposal. Please contact  





JUVENILE PERCEPTIONS INSTRUMENT 






Age (Check one) 
a)  10-12 b)  13-15 
Sex 
a) male b) female 
Race 







divorced (not remarried). 
 going with a steady boyfriend. 
without a steady boyfriend. 
 remarried (after divorce). 
c)  16-18 
5. I live with   sisters and brothers. 
a)  0 b)  1-3 c)  4-6 d)  7-9 e)  10+ 
6. My mother finished high school. 
a)  yes b)  no 
7. 
8. 
My mother had her first child: 
a) at or before the age of 19. 








_works off and on. 




My family 1ives: 
a) in a one-family house. 
b) in an apartment. 
c) in the projects. 
d) with friends or relatives. 
e) in shelters. 










family receives (check all 




1 ive with (check all that apply): 
 my father. 
 my mother. 
 my grandfather. 
 my grandmother. 




JUVENILE PERCEPTIONS INSTRUMENT 
INSTRUCTIONS: On the next few pages are some sentences about 
mothers. Put an X in front of each one that you feel is true about your 
mother most of the time. Skip the sentence if it is not true about your 
mother most of the time. Each sentence should start with "My mother" or 
"My mother's." After completing each page, indicate how much your 
mother's behavior contributed to your behavior problems by placing an X 
by your response at the bottom of each page. 
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JUVENILE PERCEPTIONS INSTRUMENT 
B. DISCIPLINE 
My mother('s): 
1.  hits me or my sisters and brothers when she is upset. 
2.  tries to keep me from fussing and fighting. 
3.  will not let me fight. 
4.  lets me fight only when I have to. 
5.  lets me fix problems by fighting. 
6.  lets me start fights. 
7.  teaches me other ways to solve problems. 
8.  gets on to me for acting up. 
9.  will step in when I am about to act up. 
10.  does nothing when I am about to get out of line. 
11.  threatens me, but does nothing else when I act up. 
12.  is too strict when I do wrong. 
13.  punishes me fairly when I act up. 
14.  is too easy on me when I act up. 
15. punishments work and help me to do better. 
16.  punishments are a joke. 
17.  lets me talk back to her or to other relatives or adults. 
18.  lets friends and relatives help her keep me in line. 
19.  doesn't let friends and relatives help her keep me in line. 
I believe that my mother's style of discipline contributed to my 
delinquency: 
1.  very much so. 
2.  quite a lot. 
3. some. 
4.  not much. 
5.  not at all. 
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 knows where I am and who I'm with when I'm away from home. 
 hardly ever knows where I am or who I'm with. 
makes me be home by dark. 
 makes me be home by twelve on weekends. 
 lets me stay out after dark. 
 lets me stay out after dark on weekends. 
 lets me use the telephone as much as I want to. 
 lets me use the telephone as long as I follow the rules. 
 likes my friends. 
 does not like my friends. 
 makes me stay within certain parts of the neighborhood. 
 lets me go outside of the neighborhood without telling her. 
 has certain rules about the type of books, music and videos 
that I can have. 
tries to find out what I am into when I am not with her. 
 is usually away from home in order to work. 
 is usually away from home a lot. 
 leaves an adult in charge while she is away. 
 leaves nobody in charge while she is away. 
 leaves nobody in charge while she is away, but we know not to 
act up. 
 leaves nobody in charge while she is away and no rules. 
_has rules about what I bring into the house and where I get it 
from. 
 doesn't ask about items that I bring into the house or where I 
get them. 
 plans positive activities for me. 
 lets me get into bad activities. 
 lets me wear anything I want to. 
 is too strict about what I wear. 
 is sick and not able to watch me closely. 
I believe my mother's style of supervision contributed to my 
delinquency: 
1.  very much so. 
2.  quite a lot. 
3.  some. 
4.  not much. 
5. not at all. 
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JUVENILE PERCEPTIONS INSTRUMENT 
D. VALUES 
My mother: 
1.  goes to church most Sundays. 
2.  jnakes me go to church. 
3.  goes to church sometimes. 
4.  does not go to church. 
5.  does not make me go to church. 
6.  goes to work on time most days. 
7.  is late to or off work a lot. 
8.  teaches me to live right and obey the law. 
9.  gets money and other things that are "hot". 
10.  tries to live right and obey the law. 
11.  lets me bring things home that I have not gotten legally. 
12.  breaks the law a lot. 
13.  doesn't care when I break the law. 
14.  does not bring her dates around me. 
15.  is careful about the men that she brings around me. 
16.  brings all kinds of men around me. 
I believe my mother's values contributed to my delinquency: 
1.  very much so. 
2.  quite a lot. 
3.  some. 
4.  not much. 
5. not at all. 
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JUVENILE PERCEPTIONS INSTRUMENT 
E. QUALITY TIME / SCHOOL INVOLVEMENT 
My mother: 
1.  spends time with me in the evenings, weekends, or during the 
summer. 
2.  is usually at home at night. 
3.  talks with me about my school work and my problems. 
4.  talks with me about good things that have happened. 
5.  has read books to me. 
6.  knows what I'm studying in school. 
7.  keeps up with how I act at school. 
8.  sometimes helps with or takes me to my clubs or games. 
9.  works with my teachers and principal when they need help with 
me. 
10.  gives me good advice. 
11.  goes to PTA meetings. 
12.  makes me do my homework. 
13.  wants me to make good grades in school. 
14.  wants me to complete high school. 
15.  wants me to attend college or technical school. 
16.  wants me to get a job instead of entering college. 
17.  wants me to move out of the house as soon as possible. 
18.  wants me to move out of the house right after high school. 
19.  speaks up for me when I have problems at school. 
20.  gets me when I have done wrong at school. 
21.  takes up for me whether I'm right or wrong. 
22.  does not speak up for me when I need it. 
23.  is in school herself. 
24.  makes me go to school regularly. 
25.  lets me be absent a lot. 
26.  sees that I have school supplies. 
27.  helps me or finds someone to help me with homework. 
28. doesn't ask if 1 have homework. 
29.  does not go to PTA meetings. 
30.  does not go to the school when asked. 
I believe my mother's quality time and school involvement contributed to 
my delinquency: 
1.  very much so. 
2.  quite a lot. 
3.  some. 
4.  not much. 
5.  not at all. 
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JUVENILE PERCEPTIONS INSTRUMENT 
F. AFFECTION 
My mother: 
1. kisses, hugs or touches me when I have made 
done well in school. 
her proud or have 
2. kisses, hugs or touches me for no special reason. 
3. kisses, hugs or touches me when my behavior is good. 
4. kisses, hugs or touches me when she thinks I need it. 
5. does not kiss, hug or touch me very much. 
6. does not kiss, hug or touch me at all. 
7. does not kiss or hug me, but shows love in other ways. 
8. does not make me feel loved. 
9. talks to me in a nice way. 
10. calls me cute or nicknames. 
11. says nice things about me. 
12. does nice things for me. 
13. fusses at me all the time. 
14. makes fun of me. 
15. complains about me. 
16. goes out of her way to hurt my feelings. 
17. compares me to other kids. 
00
 
calls me names or says mean things about me. 
19. criticizes me in front of others. 
20. is never satisfied with anything that I do. 
I believe my mother's affection contributed to my delinquency: 
1.  very much so. 
2.  quite a lot. 
3.  some. 
4.  not much. 
5.  not at all. 
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moves us around a lot. 
moves us to better homes or neighborhoods. 
moves us to worse homes or neighborhoods. 
.lives in a bad neighborhood. 
has used a gun or knife to protect us or herself. 
carries a gun or knife for protection just in case. 
does not have a gun or knife for protection. 
gets in fusses and fights with neighbors, friends and relatives 
a lot. 
never gets in fusses with neighbors, friends and relatives. 
drinks beer and wine sometimes. 
uses drugs sometimes. 
uses drugs or drinks in front of me. 
is a drug or alcohol abuser. 
never uses drugs. 
never drinks alcohol. 
never uses drugs or drinks alcohol in front of me. 
has a boyfriend that treats me well. 
has a boyfriend that is a good role model for me. 
has a boyfriend that I am comfortable with. 
has a boyfriend that treats her well. 
has a boyfriend that hits her. 
has a boyfriend that is a drug or alcohol abuser. 
has a boyfriend that gets her to do bad things. 
has a boyfriend that has hit me or my family members. 
has a boyfriend that gets me to do bad things. 
I believe the safety of our home environment contributed to my 
delinquency: 
1. ven i much so 
2. quii :e a lot. 
3. some. 
4. not much. 
5. not at all. 
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